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fdw: Minutes of Meeting on use of fire protection device in conventional Electric
locomotives held on 20.03.2018 at RDSO, Lucknow.
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Minutes of Meeting on use of fire protection device in conventional
Electric locomotives held on 20.03.2018 at RDSO, Lucknow.

Members Present

A) | RDSO, Lucknow
Shri O.P. Kesari, PEDSE
Shri A.K. Shukla, EDSE
B) | ELS/MGS
Shri S.D.S. Yadav, AEE/TRS/MGS

Electric Loco Shed, Kanpur of North Central Railway has installed a fire
protection device namely fireball in the Electric Locomotives. RDSO called a
meeting on 20.03.2018 to discuss about the feasibility of this fire detection
device being installed by ELS/CNB with ELS/CNB of NCR, ELS/MGS of ECR
and supplier of this device M/s Fire-safety Engineers, Allahabad at RDSO,
Lucknow. But the supplier and Representative of ELS/CNB did not attend the
meeting.

The deliberations of the meeting are summarized as under:-

1.
2.

At the outset, PEDSE welcomed the members for attending the meeting.
The parameters claimed by the supplier of fire-ball mentioned on their
submitted documents like operation at 70 °C, noise level of 130- 150 dB,
use of non toxic material etc are not verifiable.
Material composition details have not been submitted by the supplier of
fire protection device hence material composition cannot be ascertained.
The sound indicated is 130 to 150 dB which is considered to be very high
and can be detrimental to the working professional in case of false
operation during maintenance period.
Since the supplied fire protection device is said to be operated at a
temperature of around 70 °C, which is likely to be attained in machine
room of Electric Locomotive during summers, therefore there are chances
of false operation of this fire protection device.
The present 3-phase and the new WAGi2 Electric Locomotives are not
using such type of fire prevention techniques.
World leaders in manufacturing of locomotives like Alsthom, Semeins, BT
were also contacted in this regard. They confirmed that such fire ball are
not being provided by them.

Therefore due to reasons stipulated above, this type of fire
detection device is not advisable to be used in Electric Locomotives.
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